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Close Range Brokeback Mountain And Other
Stories

Close Range: Brokeback Mountain and Other Stories is a compelling collection that showcases the remarkable
storytelling talent of author Annie Proulx. Renowned for her vivid imagery, complex characters, and exploration of
human relationships, Proulx’s stories delve into themes of love, loss, identity, and the rugged landscapes of the
American West. This collection not only highlights her mastery of short-form fiction but also offers readers a profound
glimpse into the lives of ordinary people facing extraordinary circumstances. In this article, we will explore the
themes, stories, and significance of Close Range, emphasizing its place in American literary canon and its impact on
readers worldwide. Overview of Close Range: Brokeback Mountain and Other Stories About the Collection Published
in 1999, Close Range is a compilation of eight short stories set predominantly in rural Wyoming and surrounding
regions. The stories are interconnected through their setting and recurring themes, yet each stands alone as a
powerful narrative. The collection’s title story, Brokeback Mountain, gained widespread acclaim and was later
adapted into an Oscar-winning film, bringing Proulx’s work to an even broader audience. Themes Explored in the
Collection - Love and Desire: Many stories examine unconventional or forbidden love, especially within the constraints
of rural society. - Identity and Self-Discovery: Characters often grapple with their sense of self amidst societal
expectations. - Isolation and Loneliness: The vast, open landscapes mirror characters’ emotional distances. - Violence
and Survival: A recurring motif of physical and emotional violence underscores the fragility of human life and
relationships. - The American West: The stories paint a vivid picture of life on the frontier, emphasizing the
ruggedness and resilience of its inhabitants. In-Depth Look at Major Stories Brokeback Mountain Summary
Brokeback Mountain is perhaps the most famous story in the collection. It narrates the complex relationship between
Ennis Del Mar and Jack Twist, two cowboys who develop a romantic connection while herding sheep on a remote
mountain in Wyoming. Their bond endures over decades, despite societal disapproval and personal struggles. Themes



and Significance - The clandestine nature of their relationship reflects societal repression. - The story explores themes
of forbidden love, masculinity, and emotional repression. - Its adaptation into a film brought international recognition,
highlighting issues of sexuality and societal acceptance. Other Notable Stories The Mud Below A story about a man’s
life on a remote ranch, dealing with the hardships of weather, work, and personal loss. It emphasizes resilience and
the quiet dignity of rural life. The Blood Bay Centered on a horse trainer and his relationship with a prized horse, this
story explores themes of loyalty, obsession, and the bond between humans and animals. The Trickle-Down Effect A
darkly humorous tale about a man’s attempt to manipulate his social standing through petty schemes, exposing greed
and moral ambiguity. The Governor’s Ball Follows a woman preparing for a local festival, revealing community
dynamics, gender roles, and individual aspirations amidst tradition. Literary Significance and Impact Annie Proulx’s
Narrative Style Proulx’s writing is characterized by: - Vivid Descriptions: Her detailed imagery immerses readers in
the rugged landscapes and gritty realities of her characters. - Concise Language: She employs sharp, economical
prose that packs emotional punch. - Authentic Dialogue: Her characters speak in a manner true to their regional
backgrounds, adding depth and realism. Critical Reception Close Range has received numerous accolades for its
authentic portrayal of Western life and complex characters. Critics praise Proulx’s ability to capture the nuances of
human emotion and societal constraints. Influence on Literature and Media The success of Brokeback Mountain has
inspired adaptations across film and theater, influencing discussions on LGBTQ+ representation in media. Proulx’s
stories have also inspired other writers to explore similar themes of love, hardship, and identity. The Significance of
Setting in Close Range The American West as a Character The stories vividly depict the landscapes of Wyoming,
Montana, and surrounding areas, emphasizing their role as more than just backdrops—they are integral to the stories’
themes. - The mountains symbolize both sanctuary and imprisonment. - The open plains reflect freedom but also
loneliness. - The harsh weather and terrain mirror the characters’ internal struggles. Rural Life and Its Challenges
Proulx explores the complexities of rural existence, including: - Economic hardships - Social isolation - Traditional
gender roles - The clash between modernity and tradition Why Close Range Remains Relevant Today Contemporary
Themes The collection’s exploration of love, identity, and societal expectations continues to resonate with modern
audiences. Issues such as LGBTQ+ rights, mental health, and rural depopulation are as pertinent now as when the
stories were written. Representation and Diversity Proulx’s candid portrayals of characters facing societal disapproval
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contribute to broader conversations about acceptance and understanding. Literary Craftsmanship Her mastery of
short fiction serves as an inspiration for aspiring writers and emphasizes the power of concise storytelling. How to
Approach Reading Close Range Tips for Readers - Pay attention to the setting: It’s not just scenery but a reflection of
internal states. - Reflect on recurring themes: Notice how different stories approach similar topics. - Consider
character development: Observe how characters evolve or remain static. - Appreciate the language: Proulx’s prose is
dense with meaning and emotion. Recommended Reading Order Although each story stands alone, reading in the
order presented can provide a cohesive experience, gradually immersing you into the world of rural America.
Conclusion Close Range: Brokeback Mountain and Other Stories is a masterful collection that captures the
complexities of human emotion set against the stark beauty of the American West. Through her vivid storytelling,
Annie Proulx explores universal themes of love, loss, and identity, making her work timeless and impactful. Whether
you are a fan of short stories or interested in exploring the nuanced lives of rural Americans, this collection offers rich
insights and memorable characters. Its influence extends beyond literature, shaping cultural conversations and
inspiring adaptations that continue to resonate worldwide. Further Reading and Resources - Annie Proulx’s Other
Works Explore her novels like The Shipping News and Postcards to gain a broader understanding of her storytelling
style. - Film Adaptation of Brokeback Mountain Directed by Ang Lee, the film is a poignant depiction of the story’s
themes and characters. - Interviews and Essays Read Proulx’s interviews for insights into her writing process and
thematic concerns. - Discussion Groups Join book clubs or online forums focused on American literature to discuss
Close Range and its impact. By delving into Close Range, readers gain not only a collection of compelling stories but
also an understanding of the enduring human spirit amidst the rugged landscapes of America’s frontier. Annie
Proulx’s work remains a testament to the power of storytelling grounded in authenticity, emotion, and the profound
complexities of human life.

Close Range: Brokeback Mountain and Other Stories

An In-Depth Examination of Themes, Narrative Techniques, and Cultural Impact

Introduction



The phrase "Close Range: Brokeback Mountain and Other Stories" resonates profoundly within contemporary
American literature and cinema. While the title directly references the acclaimed 2005 film Brokeback Mountain, it
also signifies a broader collection of narratives that explore themes of intimacy, societal constraints, and the human
condition within intimate or confined spaces. This article aims to dissect the multifaceted layers of Brokeback
Mountain alongside its related stories, examining their narrative structures, thematic preoccupations, and cultural
significance.

Historical and Literary Context

Origins of Brokeback Mountain

Ang Lee’s 2005 film Brokeback Mountain, adapted from Annie Proulx’s 1997 short story in The New Yorker, marked a
pivotal moment in LGBTQ+ representation in mainstream media. The story’s portrayal of forbidden love between two
cowboys challenged traditional notions of masculinity and rural Americana.

Proulx’s original story, part of her collection Close Range: Wyoming Stories, is renowned for its raw realism, vivid
imagery, and unflinching honesty. The collection, published in 1998, comprises stories set predominantly in Wyoming,
emphasizing themes of isolation, hardship, and the complex tapestry of rural life.

The Collection: Close Range

Close Range is a compilation of stories that collectively depict life in Wyoming’s rugged landscape. The stories often
feature characters grappling with internal conflicts, societal expectations, and the harsh realities of their
environment. Among them, the story Brokeback Mountain stands out as a centerpiece, but the collection's
significance extends beyond it.

Thematic Deep Dive

Love and Desire in Constrained Spaces1.

At the heart of Brokeback Mountain and other stories in the collection lies the exploration of love that exists on the
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margins—hidden, forbidden, yet profoundly felt.

Forbidden Love: The central romance between Ennis and Jack is portrayed with tenderness and brutal honesty,1.
emphasizing how societal norms suppress authentic expression.
Internal Conflict: Characters often grapple with feelings of shame, guilt, and fear, illustrating the destructive power2.
of repression.
Spatial Constraints: The mountain setting symbolizes both physical and emotional seclusion, serving as a sanctuary3.
where characters can momentarily escape societal judgment.

Masculinity and Identity1.

The stories challenge stereotypical notions of masculinity:

Traditional Expectations: Many characters embody rugged, stoic masculinity, yet harbor vulnerabilities and1.
emotional depths.
Rebellion and Conformity: Characters like Ennis grapple with societal expectations, leading to internal struggles2.
that shape their identities.
Queer Masculinity: The stories subtly critique the cultural construction of masculinity, highlighting its limitations3.
and dangers.

Isolation and Connection1.

The rural Wyoming landscape acts as a backdrop emphasizing solitude:

Physical Isolation: Characters often live in remote areas, which intensifies their emotional isolation.1.
Emotional Detachment: Despite their longing, characters often suppress their feelings, leading to loneliness.2.
Seeking Connection: Moments of genuine intimacy are rare and precious, emphasizing their significance.3.

Narrative Techniques and Literary Devices

Vivid Imagery and Landscape1.



Proulx’s mastery of landscape creates a visceral atmosphere:

Descriptions of the Wyoming terrain evoke a sense of grandeur and harshness.1.
The natural environment mirrors the characters’ internal struggles.2.

Sparse, Precise Language1.

The stories employ economical prose:

Short, measured sentences convey emotional restraint.1.
This style enhances the themes of repression and unspoken longing.2.

Multiple Perspectives1.

While Brokeback Mountain primarily follows Ennis and Jack, other stories incorporate diverse viewpoints, enriching
the collection’s complexity.

Critical Reception and Cultural Impact

Literary Significance

The collection Close Range is celebrated for its unflinching portrayal of rural life and marginalized identities.1.
Annie Proulx’s storytelling is praised for its realism, lyrical quality, and thematic depth.2.

Film and Cultural Reception

The adaptation of Brokeback Mountain brought mainstream attention to the collection’s themes.1.
The film’s success sparked debates on LGBTQ+ representation, masculinity, and societal acceptance.2.
Critics lauded Heath Ledger and Jake Gyllenhaal’s performances, and the film received multiple Academy Award3.
nominations.

Impact on LGBTQ+ Discourse
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The stories challenged stereotypes, showing that love and desire transcend societal boundaries.1.
They contributed to increased visibility and empathy towards queer individuals, especially within conservative rural2.
communities.

Broader Stories in the Collection

While Brokeback Mountain is the most famous, the collection includes notable stories with similar themes:

"The Muddy Road": Explores themes of failure and regret amidst rural hardship.1.
"The Blood Bay": Examines the brutality of frontier life and the resilience of its characters.2.
"The Peeler": Focuses on gender roles and societal expectations in small-town settings.3.
"The Secret": Deals with hidden desires and the shame associated with them.4.

Each story employs unique narrative voices and settings, but all resonate with the central motifs of confinement,
longing, and resilience.

Critical Analyses and Interpretations

Symbolism of the Mountain1.

The mountain in Brokeback Mountain serves multiple symbolic functions:

Sanctuary and Seclusion: A place where characters can be authentic.1.
Barrier and Boundary: Represents societal and internal obstacles.2.
Natural Force: Symbolizes the uncontrollable aspects of human emotion and desire.3.

Repression and Liberation1.

The stories depict characters caught between societal expectations and authentic selves:

Repression leads to tragedy, but moments of honesty offer a form of liberation.1.
The stories advocate for acknowledging complex human emotions and breaking free from destructive norms.2.



Representation of Rural Masculinity1.

Proulx’s portrayal of cowboys and rural men challenges stereotypical masculinity:

They are depicted as emotionally complex, vulnerable, and capable of depth.1.
This nuanced portrayal has influenced subsequent representations of masculinity in literature and media.2.

Critical Perspectives and Debates

Some critics argue that the stories romanticize rural life and marginalize the struggles of marginalized groups.1.
Others contend that Proulx’s unflinching realism provides a necessary counterpoint to sanitized portrayals.2.
The adaptation’s focus on romantic love has been both praised and criticized for its portrayals of sexuality and3.
masculinity.

Conclusion

Close Range: Brokeback Mountain and Other Stories stands as a monumental collection that deepens our
understanding of love, identity, and societal constraints within the rugged landscapes of Wyoming. Through its vivid
imagery, precise language, and complex characters, the collection challenges traditional narratives about masculinity
and desire, offering a candid exploration of the human condition.

The stories continue to resonate, influencing cultural discourse and inspiring adaptations that push boundaries and
foster empathy. As a body of work, Close Range exemplifies the power of storytelling to illuminate the often hidden,
yet profoundly universal, aspects of human experience.

Final Thoughts

Whether examined through literary critique, cinematic analysis, or cultural discourse, Close Range: Brokeback
Mountain and Other Stories remains an essential touchstone for understanding the intersection of place, identity, and
emotion. Its enduring relevance lies in its honest portrayal of love’s complexity, set against the stark beauty and
brutality of the natural world—a testament to the resilience of the human spirit in close quarters with both nature and
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societal expectations.

Questions & Answers About close range brokeback mountain and
other stories

No Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of 'Close
Range: Brokeback Mountain and Other
Stories' by Annie Proulx?

The collection explores themes of love, longing, identity, and the
complexities of human relationships set against the rugged
landscapes of the American West.

2 Which story in the collection 'Close
Range' is considered the most popular
or acclaimed?

'Brokeback Mountain' is the most renowned story, known for its
powerful portrayal of forbidden love between two cowboys and its
impact on American literature and culture.

3 How does Annie Proulx depict the
setting of the American West in her
stories?

Proulx vividly portrays the harsh, rugged landscapes and rural
communities, emphasizing their influence on the characters' lives
and the themes of isolation and resilience.

4 Are the stories in 'Close Range'
connected by common characters or
themes?

While each story features different characters and settings, they are
interconnected through themes of love, loss, masculinity, and the
struggles of life in rural America.

5 Has 'Brokeback Mountain' been
adapted into other media?

Yes, 'Brokeback Mountain' was adapted into a highly acclaimed film
in 2005 directed by Ang Lee, which brought further attention to
Proulx's story and themes.

6 What makes Annie Proulx's writing
style distinctive in 'Close Range'?

Proulx's style is characterized by her vivid descriptions, sharp
dialogue, and deep exploration of complex emotional and social
issues within rural settings.



7 How has 'Close Range' influenced
contemporary literature about the
American West?

The collection has been influential in shaping modern narratives
about the West, highlighting marginalized voices and challenging
stereotypical portrayals of rural American life.

8 Can readers expect a variety of story
genres within 'Close Range'?

Yes, the collection includes a mix of short stories that range from
gritty realism and tragedy to moments of humor and tenderness,
showcasing Proulx's versatility as a writer.

LGBTQ+ romance, short stories, mountain setting, forbidden love, emotional intimacy, queer fiction, rural romance,
coming-of-age, love and loss, gender identity
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